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The Translated Philosophy of
Andy Warhol

Ory Dessau

Twenty nine years after its publication in English, a Hebrew
translation of Andy Warhol's fifth book, The Philosophy of Andy
Warhal (From A to B and Back Again), My mind is a tape-recorder
with only one button: grase” s soon o be published by Babel, 29
years after its English appearance. This is an important event that
raises crucial questions about the problems of translation and
translation into Hebrew, and about Warhol's literary production.

The expression "ghost literalure” or, erased literalure, may be
applied to all of Warhol's 14 books. These books were not really
written, but rather taped, dictated and erased. Their publication
impligs their erasure” (p. 40). Warhol is his own ghost writer. “A
written communication from Andy was a rarity,” notes Pat Hackett,
who edited his books and is even co-signed on one of them
(POPism), in the introduction to his Diaries. The fact that
reproduction is the material point of departure of books, a called-for
indication where Warhol's books are concerned, s not enough to
facilitate Warhol's reproduction in Hebrew and to anchor the
spoectral presence of the Warholesque text, whose origin is
reconstruction, translation. The anticipated publication of the

Hebrew translation undermines the hermetic cooperative
framework maintained by the Warholesque text: an epidermal frame
where the differences between origin and translation, anterior and
posterior, transmission and reception, linearity and simultaneity, are
eliminated. Hebraw will create Warhol as an author, while he is, in
fact, a narrator who dictales.

I would suggest translating the book phonetically (or
disseminating it on tapa). Warhal's conclusion from his serious
injury, having been shot by Valerie Solanis {*If someone else talks
about it, | listen, | hear the words, and | think, maybe it's all true”) will
thus be transliterated in Hebrew letters:  mxax opb 09K (RNR0 K
T PIK DUYK 3R LPIVI VR CTIK DTN T 1T VK Y VK K
Im mishehu aher medaber al ze, ani makshiv, ani shome'a el
hamilim, ve'ani hoshev, ulai hacol nahon.

Wandering in the Territories
of the Journal Kav

Esther Dotan

Art magazine Kavhad first been published in Tel Aviv between 1965
and 1870, and later resurfaced hatwean 1980 and 1980, Tweanty

two issues were published during its years of activity, examining
innovations in art centers worldwide and encouraging new trends
in Israeli art while also influencing its canon. A special issue was
published in March 2004 as a tribute to Yona Fischar = Chiaf
Curator at the lsrael Museum, Jerusalem since 1969 and ong of
the magazine's first editors — which was edited by Yona Fischer
and Mashe Ninio.

The publication of Frederic Jameson's and Benjamin Buchloh's
Meo-Marxist texts in issue 10, 1990, was more an expression of
alertness and curipsily regarding new trends in art discourse than
a formulation of the magazine as a site for artistic-political-critical
discussions. Kav's subtext was apolitical; it explored an agenda
rather than attempted to set it. Focusing on the up-to-data, its
implied premise was of a monolithic center or centers, devoid of
political minorities that influence the dynamics within them; a
center and an antithetical periphery.

Conversely, there is a standpoint that acknowledges existence
as translation — namely, perceives intercultural gaps as axiomatic.
Interperipheral junctions, both conscious and unconscious,
transcend temporal as well as ethnic, gender and political
borderlines. Hybrid zones are formed and dichotomous arrays are
fractured.

The center is as mulli-faceted as the fiction of the unified
subject. This fluid cartography originates in the notion of
‘Iranslation’ as elaborated by Homi K. Bhabha, following Walter
Benjamin’s observation that in an act of translation a foreign
component always remains, which does not correspond to the
origin but rather sets in motion a new dynamic,

Seminar for Palestinian
Literature and Art

Shaul Selter

At the Seminar for Palestinian Literature and Art held at Ma'ale
Hachamisha in March 2004, Suleiman Mansour sketched a bleak
pictura: thera is not even a single school of art in the entire West
Bank; the arl centers eslablished in Gaza, Jerusalem and
Ramallah in the 19708 are now being shut down, one by ona;
Mansour's own paintings have recently been paint-sprayed by
Israell soldiers. The first exhibition dedicated to Palestinian art in
the United States was staged only a year ago, at the Art Gar
Museum in Texas.

At a time when the museum space is 50 blatantly criticized as a
defining site for artworks, Palestinian art has no museum
whatsoever. Should it now seek a museum, along with national
independence, only for these fulure achievemenis to put it in a
position of clear disadvantage in comparison with the non-museal
art and post-national society of the West?

Palestinian art, like all political art, is required to create its
modes ol expression each time anew, vis-a-vis the tension
between different modes of engagement. For many years, by
order of the military regime, Palestinians were not allowed to
present works painted in the colors of their flag. Censorship does
not settle for prohibition on the contents of art, and demands a
restriction of its tools and means; their expansion is, thus, a form
af rasistance.




Controlled Entropy

Yigal Mizri

Although echoing the declaration made by its director, Adam D.
Weinberg, concerning “a requisite, periodic, report from the front,”
the Whitney Bignnial nevertheless offers a sweeping rejection of
what has become the era’s accessible lexicon: war, lerrorism and
governmental instability. Unlike the apparant trend in previous
Whitney exhibitions, which challenged ‘America’s’ cultural
geography, these days the national criterion is back, and it is more
transparent than ever. This fact would have been less disturbing had
the Whitney Biennial promoted instants of presentation of or
reflection on the immense effect American cultural logic has on life
elsewhere. In this context, Emily Jacir's Where We Come From
(2003), using a US passport for unrestricted movement between and
within Isracl/Palesting, is an exceplion. Against this backdrop, it is
difficult to ignore guestions regarding the nature of historicity implied
by the exhibition's endless tray of appetizers, as well as the
temptation to listen to the buzz described by the curators as an
“intergenerational dialogue” - the aesthetic patterns of which
constitute this exhibition's theme. Mel Bochner, Marina Abramovic,
Jack Goldstein, Yayol Kusama and Mary Kelly, to name but a few of
approximately twenty participants in their fifties or sixties {or who
have died - Goldstein, an eighties legend to many, committed
suicide last year in his suburban LA home), alongside Andrea Zittel,
T.l. Wilcox, David Altmejd, Laura Owens, Laylah Ali and Sue de
Beaor, amang the younger artists. However, reverberations of the
formalism of the sixties and the de-materialism of the seventies can
be detected only by way of interpretation. The appearance of too
many pieces reinstates the hegemaony of handiwork: the exhibition is
rife with paintings, drawings, hybrids, filings, cuttings, and even
knitting — technologies celebrated in the exhibition as both a reaction
and return to authenticity, although this cannot be an accessible
platform of action for artists in their wenties. Fow works manage to
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traverse the fabrication ol the picture, by problematizing it. A Mary
Kelly work, Circa 1968 (2004), for example, a ‘painting’ composed of
180 pieces of lint discharged from laundry dryers that jointly create
an image of a demonstration in Paris, May 1968. The social nature
of doing laundry, in conjunction with the time it takes o produce the
amount of lint required for making the picture, create an ephemeral,
elusive image, which is as photographic as it is pictorial or cinematic.
Richard Prince's installation, Oak Hill (2004), may be perceived as
an ongoing remark on the masculine dimension implied by
representations of American minimalist, monochromatic, ‘abstract
art”: fiberglass castings of 1970s American car hoods, among them
hearses, are presented, unpainted, on wooden pedeslals, as
sketches for gravestones, constant monuments of a culture that has
lost the formula for braking.

Naked Terror: On Painting and
Biopolitics

Francis Bacon and the Tradition of Art, Fondation
Beyeler, Basel

Zvi 5zir

Francis Bacon and the Tradition of Art, a joint exhibition by Fondation
Beyeler, Basel, and the Vienna Musceum of Modern Art, is a fitting
display for a painter who has become a trademark, who has been
formulated by art, at least young British art, as a genetic code,
engendering a modus operandi that places exposed flesh in the
spotlight.

In Study After Velasguez's Porirait of Pope Innocent X, power and
the victim are intermingled; likewise, the boundary betwean the
paolitical entity and the person is breached, and a more fundamental,
new state appears: naked terror. Naked life is exposed in all its
fragility when the representations of the centers of power and the
hiararchias of thase represantations,
the form that endows life with a
protective framework, are destabilized,
and life is left naked in the center of
Bacon's works. When people are
deprived of socio-political existence
(rights as well as duties), life as form
dissnlves, and human existence is
reduced to the fact of baing alive.

The relationship between 'naked life
and ‘form-of-life’ is a central axis in
[talian philosopher Giorgio Agamben’s
political ontology, which may afford a
more precise observation of Bacon's
work. Form-of-lile, in which our
expression as political subjects merges
with our nalural existence, is
exlernalized in Bacon's work in the
relationship betweean face and mien.
The portrait is presented as the arena
of a struggle between one's extemnal
appearance, the face as expression,
and the unrestrained urge o become a
formless steak. The face, the site
where life becomes language.

absolute communicability, struggles to meld flesh itself, existence
that has been reduced to life/death. Despite the wvigorous
brushstrokes and the arcs in the works created by Bacon in the
19603, it is difficult to refer to motion or gesture. Thus, suspended
existence, halted life, associates Bacon with Edward Muybridge.

If we believe Bacon's painting and Agamben’s thinking, then
between the ‘end of mankind' and the Superman we must become
accustomed to considering ourselves as the excluded person or the
relugee, the Homo Sacer, the sacred man specified by ancignt
Roman law as one whose killing does not constitute a crime, but
who cannot be sacrificed since his life is worthless. His sanclity is
that of a person whose body and life have been forsaken, and only
God can help him.

Street Work versus Global
Navigation System

Differant modes of pragsenting public space (Paris)

Sylvaine Bulle

The text addresses two modes of presenting public space and
contemporary waorlds in recent axhibitions in Europe. More and
morg exhibitions in Europe wish to map out the world, but as seen
from afar or from above. They adopt the geographic, geo-political
and spatial metaphors of the map, the diagram, the camp, without
truly commenting on the social and urban facts that they pretend o
ohsarve (globalization, wars, non-citizenship). On the ather hand,
works such as Philip-Lorca diCorcia's, recently exhibited in Paris,
genuinely tackle the cities, modes of living, conditions of urban life,
through aesthetic and poetic narration. He does not play with
cartographic references or geographic localizations, but rather with
variations of scale, of bodies, of apartment-buildings in the street, in
ardar to show a human condition. His work justifies the nation that it
is in the articulation of scales, of gazes, of places, in the contact
zone between images more than in the ‘object of discourse’ or in the
accumulation of signs, that one can better parceive contemporary
phenomena.

Flash Mob

Moshe Minio

Vulnerability of one who is on the verge of being run over is a
santiment that emearges fram Barry Frydlender's photographs from
the 18805, years in which he operated as a wandaring
photographer in the no-man's-land of urban shared spaces. His off-
the-cuff snapshots displayed persistent alertness to
defenselessness. The figures’ photographs, albeit incidental, weng
the product of a quintessential photographic ceremonial contract,
perpetuating the requirements of two parties as a tacit agreement:
the signifying photographer, emerging from the darkness,
illuminates himsell with the light reflected by the hunted-signified.
The flash = a vialent, invasive, dazzling light that in a single

gesture fuses the charactenstics of a crime-scene photograph with
a touch of momentary glamour = served Frydlender to highlight the
tension between a swift, ephameral visibility and the theater of
human pretense: the charade entailed in the ascription of attributes
of self-worth. The pholographic emulsion was simultancously
exposed to two different light intensities, whose parial overlapping
generales an image with an interrupted spatial continuum. Thus, a
higrarchy of visibility was created in the resulting image betwean the
photograph's focal point and that which remains in its marging, and
the figures often seem to be about to evaporate. A hint of the subject
was still there, on both sides of the camera - but ils status was
already being questioned.

In 1584, after a five-year break from photography, Frydlender
began creating digital mosaic pictures, albeit still based on exsting
pools of negatives. This may be described as a fundamental
fransition from an image-photograph that retains an implicit model
of ‘revelation’ to an image-tableau generated by a ‘rationale of
seleclion”: acceplance of an array of (social, economic) convenlions
and practices encrypled within the application itself, and encoded
control over a database that functions as a ‘universe’.

The latency period that preceded the new mode of image-
production corresponds with the first intifada (1988-1983) = a first-
of-a-kind post-modern popular uprising: an action on the symbolic
level that structures the heroics of a popular revolt via the
production of images for the media. Through acts of ‘cut-and-paste,”
Frydlender (aware of the loss of faith in photographic factuality)
presents a fabrication of an image in situ (a ‘photo opportunity’ as
collaboration between ad-hoc ‘rebels’ and foreign photojournalists,
who commission-fabricate an “event’): imaging under Third-World
conditions, where the sole image-commodity on offer, eternally, is
viclence as an image.



